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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
138th ANNUAL MEETING  
JANUARY 28, 2018 

AGENDA 

 Greetings and Call to Order             Marti Garrison, Moderator 

 Establishing a Quorum          Anne Solt, Clerk 

 Opening Prayer              Reverend Jay Wilcher 

 Remembering Those Who Passed       Reverend Jay Wilcher 

 Approval of Minutes from 137th Annual Meeting   Marti Garrison, Moderator 
 January 22, 2017 

 Treasurer’s Report and Adoption of 2018 budget  Julie McCurdy, Treasurer 
 Reports from Ministries are attached 

 Foundation Message           (Foundation Board Member) 

 Amendments to Bylaws          Angela Imbierowicz, Vice Moderator 

 Vote on Nominations of Church officers and     Marti Garrison, Moderator 
 Cabinet Ministries Leaders   
  
 Recognition of past and present ministry members  Marti Garrison, Moderator 

 Closing Prayer                Reverend Jay Wilcher 
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After worship service everyone was invited to gather in Perkins Hall for our Annual Meeting, 
followed by a potluck meal.  At 11:45, Moderator John McCurdy called to order the 137th Annual 
Meeting of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Prescott, Arizona.  A quorum 
was established, with 53 members in attendance.   

Pastor Jay opened the meeting with a prayer.  He then led us in remembering those of our 
congregation who have passed in 2016: John Harper, Betty Gehring, Craig Pitcher, Ruth 
Auchenbach, and Irene Warren. 

The minutes from the 136th Annual Meeting on January 24, 2016, were approved. 

Julie McCurdy presented the 2017 proposed budget for the congregation’s approval, explaining 
that we do anticipate spending about $52,000 more than will be covered by anticipated income 
from contributions and funding from the Foundation for minister salary and education 
expenses.  The deficit will be covered by reserve funding in the Payne and Ashenfelter Funds.  
Our congregational challenge is to reduce and eliminate our need for relying on reserves within 
the next four years.  The motion to accept the budget as presented was approved. 

Pete Norum shared some history of Kate Cory, a past-member of First Congregational Church, 
and her painting which she gave to the church and which has hung in Perkins Hall for several 
decades.  The painting is valued at $10,000 and is considered an important representation of 
Hopi Life.  The painting is currently on loan and on display at the Phippen Museum.  The 
challenge is to provide a way to display the painting that will secure it from theft or vandalism 
and protect it from adverse climate conditions.   Pete submitted a motion to safely display the 
painting.  The motion was seconded.  In discussion, it was decided, moved, seconded, and 
approved to amend the motion.  The amended motion states: 

Considering that the original painting titled “Migration of the Hopi Tribe in the 
early 20th century” painted and given to First Congregational Church of Prescott 
UCC by Kate Cory cannot be displayed safely within our building premises, this 
annual meeting of the congregation approves digitally photocopying and printing a 
full-size reproduction on canvas and framing it for display. 

This congregational annual meeting further approves providing the original on 
loan to an appropriate local museum, to be determined by the cabinet. 

The amended motion was approved.   

Having noted that the reports of the Ministries are provided in the Annual Report booklet, John 
McCurdy invited the congregation to ask any questions about the Ministries.  Dave Foote spoke 
on the financial condition of the Foundation, stating that although the Foundation has provided 
significant financial support to the church and has undertaken extensive improvements to the 
HVAC system at the restaurant, financial assets have increased in the past year by more than 
$50,000.  Dave also pointed out that there are currently no vacancies on the Foundation board 

MINUTES OF THE 137th ANNUAL MEETING 
JANUARY 22, 2017 

Continued on next page 
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MINUTES OF THE 137th ANNUAL MEETING 
JANUARY 22, 2017 continued 

as all seven elected members have agreed to serve in 2017 and the other two positions are filled 
by the Pastor and the chair of Physical Resources. 

The slate of nominations for church leadership was presented and it was moved to elect Marti 
Garrison as Moderator; Angela Imbierowicz as Vice Moderator; Julie McCurdy as Treasurer; 
Tawnya Worthington, Sarah Andrews, and Shirley Mahlberg as Members-at-Large; John 
McCurdy as chair of Physical Resources; and Anne Solt as Membership Clerk.  The motion to 
accept these nominations was approved.  Barbara McClure pointed out that there are still 
several positions that need to be filled.  Discussion followed, and nominations were accepted 
from the floor.  It was moved, and approved, to elect Julie Jaquette to oversee Stewardship and 
Tom Macy to chair Congregational Care. 

In looking to the future, John McCurdy expressed his confidence in our congregation and our 
continuing commitment to investing in our people and our facility and to building our 
relationship with God. 

Pastor Jay then presented a thank-you gift to John McCurdy for his service as Moderator for the 
past four years.  John was not able to turn over the leadership to our new Moderator, Marti 
Garrison, as she was away for the Women’s March in Denver.  Pastor Jay stated that the 
installation of new officers and leadership will be observed during worship the following 
Sunday.   

In closing, Pastor Jay shared a prayer.  John McCurdy adjourned the meeting at 1:00, inviting all 
to share in fellowship and potluck lunch. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Julie McCurdy, clerk 
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PASTOR’S REPORT 

I look back with gratitude on the memories of 2017.  I can see so many areas where we made 
improvements: 

We began January celebrating the culmination of our renovation project.  The long list of 
improvements made to our physical plant is worth remembering – I am prone to take for 
granted what we have now, but every once in a while I remember what things used to 
look like, and I appreciate Mrs. Ashenfelter’s bequest and all those who worked on the 
renovation. 

Jazz Vespers continued to draw people to our church who had not been here before.  I will 
always remember the two fundraisers we had for Sugar and the Mint, and the small part 
we played in helping them get to Telluride where they came in first place at the Telluride 
Bluegrass Festival in the summer. 

Our Called to Care team grew in number and expanded their outreach.  They provided great 
ministry to our homebound.  This year, they began offering weekly communion after 
worship.  They also provided a healing service in December.  Marilyn Kerstine led a 
prayer group on Tuesday mornings that prays for the needs of our congregation.  Our 
thanks to Called to Care – they have helped us deepen our spirituality as a congregation. 
Along with those efforts, I started a pastor Bible Study on Thursdays. 

Our Sunday school staff was solidified with the addition of qualified teachers from Discovery 
Gardens Preschool. 

Our music program expanded with the efforts of Melissa Gates and the creation of the Alter-
Notes singing group.  The choir – now Chancel Singers – added some new members as the 
year went on. 

Our social media presence expanded thanks to the efforts of Julie Jaquette and our Facebook 
facilitator. 

Our stewardship campaign was the best we have had – thanks to Julie Jaquette and the 
committee members.  

The Mission Committee highlighted monthly mission giving opportunities and led us to a 
new high in mission dollars given by the congregation. 

2017 worship attendance increased steadily through the year.  I remember at one point 80 was 
our benchmark, and by the last part of the year 100 was the new normal.  I thank God for 
answering my weekly prayer: “send those to us who need this grace-filled congregation!”  And 
they keep coming! Thanks to all of you who make this a welcoming congregation for our visitors. 

We survived the Alarcon Street renovation project!  It was a challenging spring and summer as 
our street was torn up and parking was limited.  No telling how it impacted our attendance, but 

Continued on next page 
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PASTOR’S REPORT continued 

now we enjoy a new street and landscaping.  Again, so many changes to our physical plant over 
the past two years! 

Sabbaticals were provided for Jane Osborn and Bill Linson after over 10 years of service to the 
congregation – thanks to the Alter-Notes and Tom Macy for filling in during their absence. 

Other highlights of 2017 included the Lenten series of “living Holy Week characters” presented 
by Rev. Harry Strong; Holy Humor Sunday and the “relief preachers” when I just didn’t have my 
fast ball working; joint worship with our local synagogue; an amazing Acker Night crowd that 
delighted in the beauty of our sanctuary; and the preaching series on our stained-glass window. 

On a personal level, I joined the executive committee of the Coalition for Compassion and Justice 
in January of 2017.  The commitment of time and more meetings increased.  I traveled with our 
police chief, city manager, and others to San Antonio to visit a sobering center there.  Jail 
diversion programs are of interest to city officials as they save money and relieve police officers 
time from booking people into jail.  CCJ’s new facility functions as a sobering center for this 
community.  I was elected vice-president of CCJ in December.  I represent all of you as you make 
it possible for me to serve in this local mission. 

On a sad note, we said goodbye to four committed members of our congregation.  Donna 
Bauman and Mike and Ronny de Jong moved back east to be near family.  Barbara McClure 
passed away.  These four contributed so much time and talent to our congregation.  They are 
greatly missed.  May God send us others to fill their shoes! 

Finally, space does not permit me to share all the details, but I remain in humble awe of the 
workings of God that brought us to Prescott.  Our grandchildren live here, so we needed to be 
here if we could.  The fact that I pastor this church and Cherie is the associate medical director 
of West Yavapai Guidance Clinic is incredible -  

33 O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord? 
    Or who has been his counselor?” 
35 “Or who has given a gift to him, 
    to receive a gift in return?” 

36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever. Amen. 
(Romans 11:33-36) 

Serving Christ With You, 

Jay 
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MODERATOR’S REPORT 

As your new moderator, elected at the 2017 annual meeting, I continue to learn about working 
with not only the Cabinet but also members and visitors. In my position, I have been helped by 
voices representing different views and by voices of experience. I also have been figuring out 
my own way and my own style of leadership. I do appreciate your patience and kindness.  

I have been so moved and impressed by the commitment and energy of volunteers in this 
congregation who serve the church and the community in many ways. Our dedicated and hard-
working Cabinet is but one example. All the ministries and committees that provide both our 
public face and our behind-the-scenes energy are impressive and worthy of appreciation. These 
people and new volunteers for this coming year make this church run smoothly. Being a smooth
-running organization is important, but just as important is how we present ourselves to those 
who will consider joining us for worship and we hope decide to become a member. Public 
works and presentation are part of our radical hospitality.  

An important change in our by-laws, which Angela Imbierowicz will explain at the meeting, is 
replacing the positions of moderator and vice-moderator with two co-moderators.  

John McCurdy speaks to this in his report, but I want to reiterate that the new landscaping 
around the church and parish house is just great! Many thanks to John for leading this very 
worthwhile project.  

We do still have some interior projects to address this coming year. One is improving the 
appearance of the basement, to make it feel lighter and more appealing to parents. This is part 
of being hospitable, and it also encourages parents with children to attend. Another project is 
forming a committee to oversee encouraging more volunteers for the Pancake Breakfast to not 
only prepare and serve as we have in the past but also to allow people to purchase the 
ingredients. We will therefore donate more to the Food Cupboard. 

My continuing prayer for this year is that we open our hearts and minds to those who need this 
church as a spiritual home and as a place providing a Christ-led welcome. May all of us find 
comfort, hope, and challenge and may we extend our hand of fellowship to all. 

 

Rev. Marti Garrison, Moderator 
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CLERK’S REPORT ON MEMBERSHIP 

Membership count, Jan 1, 2017: 136 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Membership count, Dec 31, 2017: 123 

 
New Members         Deceased 
Elizabeth Gates        Char Tarr, Jan 16 
Melissa Gates        Roland Wood, Feb 24 
Cheryl Gilges        Chuck Jarvi, Apr 30 
Ralph Gilges         Barbara McClure, Nov 17 
Susan Lemons        Marion Richards, Nov 26 
Hal Lobough 
Ralph Wagner 
Sarah Andrews 
Nancy Blevins 
Becky Bryant 
Bill Bryant 
Bill Rouse 
Sandra Talbot 
Kerry McClung 
Christina Lunsford 
 

Baptisms:  Bill Rouse 
 
Weddings:  Doug Wood & Linda Church, July 15 
    Woods & Humphries, October 21 
    Nickle & Anderson, November 18 

Additions  21 

Losses  

Deaths:    5 

Moved  8 

Inactive Status  20 

Transfer  1 

Baptisms  1 

Weddings  3 
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TREASURER 

Continued on next page 

2017 Financial Year in Review 

Income vs Expense: 

Collected income for 2017 is $130,140. This includes $108,752 from pledges and 
other contributions and $21,388 from facility use and other income.   

Total expenses for 2017 are $279,156. Expenses exceed collected income by 
$149,016.     

Funding of $65,190 was received from the Foundation to support Minister and 
Education expenses. $75,543 of additional funding has been supplied by transfers 
from reserve funds including: 

$35,000 from Payne fund 

$17,149 from Ashenfelter fund 

$500 from Women’s Fellowship fund 

$14,498 from savings: funds previous foundation contribution from previous 
year 

$8,396 from money market: funds previously received from foundation for 
minister expenses 

Collected income plus additional funding from Foundation and reserves bring the 
total 2017 income to $270,873. 

Budget vs Actual: 

Expenses of $279,156 are 111% of the expense budget of $252,476.   

Income from collections and Foundation funding is $195,330 which is 98% of the 
income budget of $200,238.  $108,752 received in offerings is 94% of that budget of 
$115,440. 

Total expenses exceed income by $83,826. This is $31,588 more than the anticipated 
annual deficit of $52,238 and 161% of the budget deficit. Much of this additional 
deficit is attributed to staff increases and to Physical Resources for landscaping 
installation and building repairs. 
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TREASURER continued 

Contin

Looking forward to 2018 

The proposed budget for 2018 anticipates $249,300 in expenses.  

           

Anticipated income from offerings and collections for facility usage is $139,290. 

           

Additional funding of $110,010 is required to meet the anticipated expenses. If 
the 2018 proposed budget is accepted, we will request funding from the Foundation 
of $82,000 for Minister expenses and $20,400 for Education expenses. $7,610 will 
be supplied by the Payne Fund. 

Our GRATITUDE to Payne and Ashenfelter estates 

Over the last few years, the Payne Fund and the Ashenfelter Fund have been 
reduced by more than $200,000. Most of this was spent on church beautification 
and renovation, but much was used for general church operations. The current 
balance of the Ashenfelter Fund is at about $41,000. As requested by the 
Ashenfelter estate these funds are only to be used for church facility improvements.  
The Payne Fund still has more than $200,000 and can be used for church 
operations.  However, we must be frugal in how we spend these funds so they will 
be available when needed. 

Minister $ 82,000 

Employee wages & payroll expense $ 106,180 

Utilities and Facility maintenance $ 31,720 

Administrative $ 13,420 

Welcoming (Congregational Care) $ 3,430 

Called to Care $ 395 

Education $ 800 

Music $ 2,525 

Outreach $ 3,000 

Southwest Conference Support $ 5,830 

TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENSES $ 249,300 

Pledges $ 95,000 

Other Contributions $ 29,000 

Facility use $ 13,000 

Other income $ 2,290 

TOTAL BUDGETED INCOME $ 139,290 
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TREASURER continued 

Our GRATITUDE to FCC Foundation and PRESCOTT STATION 

 

Thanks to generous gifts to the Foundation and thanks to the Foundation Board for 
their conscientious stewardship of these funds, we are grateful recipients of funds to 
support our church operations and ministries. A significant source of income to the 
Foundation, and thus to First Congregational Church, is from the rental income 
received from our wonderful tenants at Prescott Station. Rent deposits are made 
monthly and these funds are readily available for transfer for church use.  We are so 
blessed to have such reliable and successful restaurant tenants. I want to encourage 
everyone at First Congregational Church to support the Prescott Station and tell all 
your friends what a great restaurant it is! Winter time tends to be a slow time of year 
for the restaurant business, so it is especially important to support our tenants now!  
Supporting them is a great way to support our church! 

It is our goal to reduce the need of additional funding from our church reserve funds 
and from the Foundation. To meet this goal either our budget expenses must be 
minimized or our income from pledges and contributions must be greatly increased.  
This is what we must plan for when we budget for 2019. 

Julie McCurdy, Treasurer  
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Cabinet Co-Moderators: Marti Garrison, Patty Lantrip 

Members at-Large: Linda Foote, Staci Robbins, Andy Wallace 

Ministry of Called to Care Co-Chairpersons: Wendy Michael, Yoichi Matsumoto 

Minister of Education Chairperson: Open Pete Norum has offered to help with adult 
education, but does not want chair position or to be responsible for children/youth 
education.  

Ministry of Outreach Chairperson: Gary Gard 

Ministry of Physical Resources Chairperson: John McCurdy, Members newly recruited: 
Chuck Budinger, Jim Christopher, Alan Michael 

Ministry of Welcoming Chairperson: Open  
We have various coordinators in place for particular responsibilities, but have not yet 
recruited a chairperson. Coordinators in place for 2018:  
1. Greeters: Anne Solt 
2. Ushers: Jay Eby  
3. Sanctuary: Tom Macy -communion, communion table de cor, banners, paraments, and 

as needed, helps Bill Linson with Perkins Hall setup. 
4. Sanctuary pews: Patty Brenner, Randy Cook  
5. Help where needed, Susan Lemons. Fellowship responsibilities coordinator still needed 

(potlucks, annual meeting, annual picnic, special events, works with pastor and Julie 
Jaquette. regarding to memorials/funerals). 

 
Clerk: Anne Solt 

Treasurer: Julie McCurdy 

Foundation Board (from President, David Foote) 

First Term New Members: Jim Christopher, Jay Eby, Will Fisher, Susan Lemon. Continuing 
Members for 2nd term: Al Beeson, Angela Imbierowicz. Continuing 3rd year of first term: 
Julie McCurdy. Both David Foote and Christie Dinsman will be leaving the board after 
completing their second 3 year term.     

Church Relations Committee: Melissa Gates has expressed interest in serving on this 
committee.                                                                

             

NOMINATING SLATE 
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STEWARDSHIP 

THE THEME OF THE 2018 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN IS “CARING FOR EACH OTHER, OUR 
COMMUNITY, OUR HOUSE, AND OUR WORLD.“ 

I had the pleasure of working with Tom Macy, Patty 
Lantrip and Linda Foote as a team to present the 
proposed budget for 2018. Whenever we talk about 
money in the church it can be uncomfortable, so we 
prayerfully considered the needs of the church and 
thought about an effective way to present the 
information to the congregation. We concluded that 
presenting the budget by using ministry categories 
made it a little easier to understand and see where 
the funds are being spent.  

I am excited to announce that in our 2018 stewardship campaign, we have collected pledges 
that total $96,020! This is an increase of 44% over last year! 

Here is the breakdown of the 2018 proposed budget and pledges:  

 Our proposed 2018 budget is $249,300. 
 We received a total of 46 pledges. Out of those 

pledges, 27 were repeat pledgers from last year. 
 Most of these pledges were increased by an 

average of 47%! 
 We received commitments from 17 new 

pledgers.  
 We lost 12 pledges due to changes in 

membership. 
 The average pledge for 2018 is $2,087.39  
 This averages $780.65 per member with a 

current membership of 123.  
 Out of this membership of 123, 54 members 

pledged which is 44% of our membership. This is the national 
average. 

THE 2017 THEME FOR STEWARDSHIP WAS “...GO AND DO THE SAME.” 

 Our budget for 2017 was $252,476.  

 38 pledged units totaled $65,462.  

 We received from those pledges, $64,267 which is 98% of the total amount pledged.  

 We have also received $21,388 in additional offerings totaling $130,140.  

 Like years past, we received money from our Foundation to meet the needs of the budget.  

 See the treasurer’s report on page 12-14 for the complete picture of our income and 
expenses. 

Continued on next page 
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STEWARDSHIP, continued 

These figures fall short of our current 
expense budget, and many of you may be 
asking, “how are we managing with our 
income to budget ratio?” Without the 
blessing of financial support from our 
Foundation and generous gifts from past 
members, we would face a difficult decision. 
As in years’ past, we will receive funds from 
the Foundation to fill the gaps. However, the 
rate we are using the Foundation funds is not 
sustainable! Maintaining similar budgets like 
we have now and in the past would require 
an average support of $2,026 from each 
member or we would need to dramatically slash our budget.  

Dramatic cuts to the budget can take on many forms. Some examples would be closing our 
doors to the outside groups, forgoing repairs, cleaning the building, basic maintenance, and 
cutting staff hours and salaries. None of us wants to see this happen. With the increase we are 
seeing in next year’s pledges, our dependence on the Foundation can begin to taper off with 
continued commitment. Our goal for future budgets is to support ourselves without funding 
from the Foundation. Together, we can make that happen! 

The good news is that we are on the right track! We have seen our attendance grow to over 
100 per week on average this past year. That is an increase of  more than 25%. Also, we are 
seeing an increase of 47% in the 2018 pledges over last year.  

We also want to acknowledge the contributions that were made to Outreach programs. The 
numbers I’ve reported so far do not include those gifts. You’ll find the Outreach figures for 
2017 on page 20-21. Those contributions have doubled since 2016! 

We are grateful to see this increased commitment, and we give thanks to all who generously 
give from the heart. Together, using our gifts of time, talent, and treasure, we continue to 
grow in union with God, each other, and our global community. 

Julie Jaquette, Chair Stewardship and Church Office Manager 
Stewardship Team: 

Tom Macy 
Patty Lantrip 
Linda Foote 

 
 
 
To reach us with your questions, email fccprescott@gmail.com or call 928-445-4555 

  2017 2018 
Percentage 
of Increase 

 Pledge units   38 46 21% 

Total amount pledged  $  65,462   $  96,020  47% 

# Members that 

pledged 
50 54 8% 

# of Friends & regular 

attendees pledged 
8 12 50% 
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Members:  Kathy Stephens, Rev. Shirley Williams, Wendy Michael, Yoichi Matsumoto, Patty 
Lantrip, Rev. Marti Garrison, Rev. Ralph Wagner, Carole Sue Linson, Max Ellis, Rev. Dr. Jay 
Wilcher, Marilyn Kerstine, Chair   

Called to Care ministers weekly with our Congregational Cards with the sick, those who have 
moved, our homebound, those mourning losses & those celebrating joys, birthdays & 
anniversaries.  Our Bulletin & Caller are also mailed weekly to our Homebound. An email and 
phone ministry helps us keep in touch with folks in need.   

Visitation includes the dying when requested, as well as visiting all of our Homebound and 
those needing a friendly visit with communion when needed. Those in the hospital and rehab 
are visited while Pastor Jay is on vacation or in addition to his visits.  Practical needs are met 
as able. 

Monthly Spiritual Living Class at Las Fuentes continues with pleas to come twice a month—
taking too long to finish our books and have more discussion!  Lovely FCC members Mardell 
Hull & Jean Woodburn are two great contributors with class of lively discussion!    

Called to Care is beginning a new, trial, continual Training Session in January with more 
information to come. If it works, anyone can join anytime and pick up the lesson training. 

Kathy Stephens continues to create beautiful, seasonal Goody Gift Bags that have proven to 
be a blessed gift to all! Our newly trained Ministers love the icebreaker bags when meeting 
the new folks and Kathy’s creations are always delightfully received! 

Our Prayer Chapel Prayer group is celebrating its second year this Advent!  A Prayer Request 
Box is set up in Perkins Hall for confidential requests. Attendance has grown since we 
changed our meeting time to Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. downstairs, Meeting Room 2.  All are 
welcome to join us!   

With Pastor Jay, we have participated in two lovely Healing Services this year: Ash 
Wednesday and December 19th with anointing of fragrant, non-allergenic essential oils. Also, 
the Alternative Communion Services every Sunday, other than the first after Worship has 
grown this year.   

We welcome our new members look forward to our new, gifted Co-Chair leadership in 2018 
of Wendy & Yoichi! 

Thanks again to you, to God and each minister for the gift of being Called to Care! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marilyn Kerstine, Chair 

 CALLED TO CARE 
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Looking ahead to 2018, this ministry will be known as Ministry of Welcoming.  This should 
lessen any confusion with Ministry of Called to Care.  The purpose remains the same, to 
welcome all who pass through the doors of our Church home.  To make sure our Church looks 
and feels welcoming at all times. 
 
Thanks to all who have helped during 2017.  It has been a busy year.  Our greeters have done a 
great job of welcoming everyone with a smile as they enter every service.  Thanks to Anne Solt 
for her efforts heading this area.  Making sure new people have a name tag and especially 
installing a new system of having a team of greeters for a month at a time.  Having a list of subs 
to call if not able to be there, this new system is working well. 
 
Jay Eby heads our team of ushers and does a great job of making sure that everything is ready 
for services to begin and for always being available for special events.  Thanks for all who 
assist in this ministry.  Patty Brenner and Randy Cook oversee pew supplies and our 
registration booklets.  Thanks for doing such a wonderful and faithful job. 
 
Pastor Jay prepares our monthly Communion and selects others to help serve.  This year 
every Sunday Communion was started.  Working with Called to Care, at the end 
of Sunday services, Communion is available for the congregation.  There are usually 12 to 18 
who receive the Elements every week. 
 
Two sets of banners were purchased this year.  White and red 3foot by 9foot banners were 
added. 
 
Fellowship is after service coffee time and thanks to Debbie Staats and all who have helped to 
provide a welcoming time of fellowship.  Thanks to all who have helped with special occasions 
such as pot lucks, our annual church picnic, Christmas pot luck, annual congregational meeting 
pot luck memorial services, weddings, our new organ recital, our Thanksgiving 
Homecoming Sunday, Lenten special events, our Bible studies, and other special events.  Thank 
you Bill Linson for all your help preparing for these functions. 
 
Heading into 2018, it will be another busy year.  Fellowship needs people to volunteer to help 
make our welcome continue to be the important ministry that it is. Thanks to all who have 
helped make FCC the welcoming place of worship that it is. 
 
Tom Macy  -  chair 

WELCOMING 
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Continued on 

OUTREACH & MISSION 

Members: Before listing our present Outreach Ministry members, we want to 
remember with great thanksgiving both Donna Bauman and Barbara McClure 
who demonstrated a passion for mission outreach and served faithfully as 
long time members of our Outreach Ministry team. Presently, we are blessed 
by the service of: Bill and Becky Bryant, Judy Ely, Patty Gard, Sarai Payne, Staci 
Robbins, and Gary Gard (chairperson). 

  

In 2017, we supported 18 mission projects and programs. The summary 
below identifies each of these mission engagements. From this year’s Pancake 
Breakfast, $937 was donated to the Prescott Community Cupboard in addition 
to what is shown below.  

 

NATIONAL/GLOBAL mission   

One Great Hour of Sharing ............................................................................................. $1,883     

Helping those displaced by the ravages of natural disasters, famine, war.  

Strengthening the Church .................................................................................................. $280      

Supporting new church development & innovative programs. 

Our Church’s Wider Mission ......................................................................................... $3,475 

Supporting national/regional staff planning/doing mission.   

Neighbors in Need ................................................................................................................. $695 

Supporting national ministries of justice and compassion.    

Christmas Fund ....................................................................................................................... $655   

Supporting low-income retired clergy and their spouses.  

Church World Service School Bag Program ............................................................... $233 

School supplies for children in poverty and in refugee camps 

Hurricane Relief [Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico] ..................................................... $4,600  

Northern/Southern CA. Fire Relief ................................................................................ $555 

Sudan Famine Relief ............................................................................................................. $995 

 

LOCAL/REGIONAL mission                        

Community Cupboard .......................................................................................................... $815 

Food bags for 15,110 people [4,176 families,184 homeless people, and 87 
veterans]. Thanks to Al Beeson for being our captain in recruiting /
scheduling our team of volunteers. Like to help? Contact Al, at…928-717 
9915. A year-round food donation box is kept in the sanctuary. 
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OUTREACH & MISSION continued 

Discovery Gardens Preschool........................................................................................... $565 

 Scholarship and classroom supplies.  This is a preschool program which 
includes enrollment of children with developmental delays. [This dollar  
amount does not include donated items.] 

“Fair Start” ................................................................................................................................ $414 

A program of the Coalition for Compassion & Justice [CCJ] provides school 
supplies and backpacks for impoverished children, K-12. [This dollar amount 
does not include donated school supplies.] 

Family Christmas [CCJ Program] .................................................................................... $700 

This year 1045 children K-12 from impoverished families were gifted with 
presents, books, & clothing. [Not including donated gifts]   

Habitat for Humanity ........................................................................................................... $365 

Since its founding in 1989, 94 families living at or below the Federal Poverty 
Level have been helped into new homes.  

Prescott Shelter Services .................................................................................................... $440 

Provides shelter and support services for women and women with children. 
Additionally, Patty Gard coordinates a team of volunteers who provide a 
monthly hot meal.  

Rainbow Acres ........................................................................................................................ $318 

A Christian community [in Camp Verde] provides housing and programs for 
women and men with developmental disabilities.   

Salvation Army “Deep Freeze” ......................................................................................... $325 

When temperatures dip to 27 degrees, a meal and shelter are provided for 
those who are homeless. [This program provides services when the CCJ 
Shelter has met its capacity.] 

Warm for Winter .................................................................................................................... $200 

A program of the CCJ which provides warm coats, etc for homeless or 
impoverished children, youth, women and men. [This dollar amount does not 
include donated items.]      

 

*TOTAL National/Global/Local Mission support ................................. $13,048 

*Congratulations! For our congregation,..this is an “all time” high, and compares 
to last year’s previous high total of $11,529.                                                                  
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EDUCATION 

In 2017 the church committed to bolster its children’s program by hiring two teachers for the 
Sunday School: two for older children and one for the nursery. This made four teachers in all, as 
Maria and Sarah were already here. 

Tabitha Biendenkapp, newly hired, and Maria Janca have been faithfully leading our elementary 
Sunday School class providing the children with reliable attendance and a consistent presence.  

Sarah and Bonnie Brashear, newly hired, care for the little ones in the nursery. When Sarah left 
for college, Mary Clare McShane was hired to take her place. 

We continue to lack an Education ministry director to oversee all education opportunities, 
including adult classes. This director would sit on the Cabinet.  

These teachers are doing an excellent job. They are professional and committed to the UCC 
curriculum. Our hope is that they will continue to interact well with parents and also be a draw 
for more families to attend this church. 

 

Marti Garrison, Moderator 
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MUSIC 

2017 has brought new growth and changes to our music program! We changed the Chancel 
Choir’s name to Chancel Singers in hopes that people interested in singing would not feel 
intimidated by the word, “choir.” Melissa Gates began a new group, Alter-Notes, that is singing 
contemporary pieces. While they practice weekly after Sunday service, they sing about once a 
month, which suits that group of singers and their busy schedules. Chancel Singers are the 
weekly singing troupers that welcome the respite that Alter-Notes brings! Both groups 
combined in the month of December to sing some rousing Calypso anthems and reprised them 
at the evening Christmas Eve service. The Ringing Bells have performed several times this past 
year and continue under the leadership of Carole Sue Linson.  

Leslee Amenta continues as our principal organist/accompanist for the Chancel Singers and 
worship services in addition to special services. Carole Sue Linson accompanies the Alter-Notes.  
Leslee’s horizons were expanded just a bit during the Christmas season when she was employed 
to play Maracas. Those who have shared their musical talents in special ways include: 

John Huff, Guitar and Drums 
Melissa Gates, Flute 
Elizabeth Gates, Djembe 
Anne Solt and Paul Solt, Claves 
Dillan Osborn, Bass 
Joell Gall, soloist 
Womansong 
Friends of Carole Sue Linson 
Friends of Brian Moore 

All of our musical groups have faced the challenge of losing members and also rejoiced in 
gaining new members. Our members are itinerant and often I have referred to the Chancel 
Singers as the “Potluck Choir”, meaning I get who I get on Sunday morning! It is important for all 
of us to visit our families that live in other places and to also R&R as needed! 

We are very fortunate to have two substitute organists. Barbara Freund has been a substitute 
since late in 2016. She is very happy to be a substitute organist and is not looking for that full-
time position. She and her husband travel extensively and she is also a member of the Prescott 
Chorale. Recently, Brian Moore joined us after having retired as a church music director/
organist and music teacher in Phoenix. Brian not only sings with the Chancel Singers, he plays 
organ and piano beautifully and substitutes for Leslee as well. In an era where organists are as 
scarce as hens teeth, we are blessed to have all three here in Prescott. 

Pastor Jay has brought in Jazz musicians on selected Sunday’s as well as for his Jazz Vespers, 
lending to diversity in music and worship. It is so wonderful to have a pastor that embraces the 
opportunity to expand worship in unexpected venues.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Jane Osborn, Director of Music 
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PHYSICAL RESOURCES 

We concentrated on finishing projects started during the restoration and items brought to our 
attention by Guide One, our insurance company. 

Landscaping was the main issue that was left to do from the restoration. There was some 
struggle at the beginning due to our contracted landscaper having several health issues. We did 
bring in another landscaper to finish the work. That was Manzanita Landscaping who has done a 
very good job. Manzanita Landscaping also does our snow removal, they have not been used 
since last spring. 

Guide One gave us an extensive list of items that they had concerns about. There were some that 
involved electrical, storage, alarm and access. They have been very helpful in making our 
campus a safer and more usable place. 

Some of the issues with the electrical are still ongoing. This amounts to proposal to do some 
major rewiring of our system that has been cobbled together over the years. Some mistakes have 
been made that affect our safety and the functioning of our campus. I am in conversation with 
Priority Electric, if they are unable to help us at this time. I will seek help from Elan Electric, our 
restoration electrician. 

The other concerns that were mentioned have been brought to completion. 

Church lock up has been expanded outside of the ministry to include making a list of four to see 
to the lock up on Sunday. 

Bats were found in Perkins Hall. We have hired Orkin to help with the mitigation of this issue.  
Bats are a protected species and are vital to our local ecosystem. The initial work done has done 
a great job of moving the population out of Perkins Hall. We will watch as the weather warms up 
and see what our activity level is. We have a one year contract with Orkin for the bat mitigation.  
Once we are assured that the bats have moved off we will begin the clean-up. 

Bill Linson and Debbie Staats have been instrumental in seeing that the campus is kept in great 
shape.  I greatly appreciate their efforts and hard work.   

Tom Macy has also been a great steward, continuing to be a presence after the restoration in 
seeing to the functioning and care of our campus. Your work and insights have been invaluable.  
Thank you. 

 

John McCurdy, chair 
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FOUNDATION  

The elected Foundation Board members for 2017 were David Foote - President, Christy 
Dinsman - Vice President, Angela Imbierowicz - Secretary, Al Beeson - Treasurer, Julie 
McCurdy and Harry Gamble.  Harry Gamble resigned in the spring and Jay Eby was appointed 
in his place for the remained of 2017. Other members were John McCurdy, Chair of Physical 
Plant, and Pastor Jay Wilcher.  

Pursuant to requests from the Church Cabinet, the Foundation approved up to $53,690 as 
needed in funding for the Pastor's 2017 salary and a request to support Christian Education in 
the amount of $14,950 in 2017.  

Effective March 6, 2017, the Retail Net Lease Agreement with Prescott Station was extended 
for an additional 5-year term at a new Base Monthly Rent of $4,285. 

The Prescott Station Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning system (“HVAC”) upgrade 
begun in 2016 was completed in 2017 at a total cost of $73,370. Prescott Station reimbursed 
$3,730 of that amount as it reflected costs associated with the prior failed 5-ton Air 
Conditioning unit. 

Pursuant to the terms of the Lease, Prescott Station requested that the electrical service to the 
building be upgraded to a 600 amp service from its 400 amp capacity. The upgrade was 
completed in June 2017 at a cost of $21,100, paid for by the Foundation.  

At each regular meeting the Board received and reviewed financial reports from its 
accountant, Amy Jaspers. For the quarter ending September  2017, the Foundation’s assets 
totaled $1,447,623 compared to $ 1,385,217 for the corresponding quarter ending September 
2016. The third quarter 2017 financial report (ending September, the most recent quarter) 
and the fourth quarter 2016 financial report (ending December, the most recent full year 
report) with assets, liabilities and fund balances are included as part of this annual report. 
Annual fourth quarter reports are not typically available until late in January, after the Church 
Annual Meeting. 

The Board has set regular meetings for February 15, May 17, August 16 and November 15, 
2018. 

David Foote, President 
First Congregational Church UCC Foundation Board 
 

 

 

 

See Appendix A for Financial Statements 
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60th ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST  

The First Congregational Church of Prescott has supported, in its Mission outreach, the efforts of 
the Prescott Community Food Bank for over 47 years, by providing non-perishable food and 
teams of volunteer packers, who pack food currently one [[5 day] week, every 7 weeks, with 5 
teams  of 2 volunteers each day, this work being done from 1:30pm to 4:30pm. 

The members and friends [all 23 of them] of FCC Prescott, signed up for a team when called in 
2017 to make up the needed Packer Teams and to them go our thanks for a job… again well 
done. Anyone not currently on our list of Food Bank volunteers can contact the FCC Prescott, 
team Captain, Al Beeson at 717-9915 and we can add you to the list. 

The 2017 year-to-date totals of the activities of the Prescott Community Cupboard Food Bank 
show again that the service to those in need in our community was outstanding. This was 
accomplished thru the efforts of our wonderful volunteers from the First Congregational Church 
and of others throughout the Local Community of Prescott. 

The 2017 ytd totals for the Prescott Community Cupboard Food Bank are: food issued in 2017 
[ytd thru November] weighted in at 107,217 pounds; we gave food to 15,110 people while filling 
4,176 orders and of these we served 87 Vets and 184 homeless people!!!! We extend to all that 
volunteered and helped to make this effort possible our sincere thanks. It seems humbling to me 
to look back over the 2017 year and see these results of all our efforts. 

PRESCOTT COMMUNITY CUPBOARD FOOD BANK 

Continued on next page 

Musicians   $               300  

Lion's Club   $               200  

Food Receipts   $               472  

Paper Goods   $               165  

Trash Cans & Porta john   $               252  

Banner   $               190  

Newspaper Ad   $               429  

Misc.                       81  

Total Expenses   $            2,089  

   

Income From Ticket Sales   $            3,027  

Minus Expenses   $         (2,089) 

Net Total   $               938  

   

Adding from Local Missions   $               400  

Total for Prescott Community 
Cupboard 

  $            1,338  
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PRESCOTT COMMUNITY CUPBOARD FOOD BANK 
continued 

The First Congregational Church, Food Bank team service weeks for 2018 are as follows: Jan 20 
thru Feb 2, March 19-23, May 7-11, June 25-29, Aug 13-17, Oct 1-5, and Nov 19-21 [ short 
Thanksgiving wk.] 

The Food Bank gratefully accepts non-perishable food donations, and we have a collection box 
at the Church for your donations. 

Respectfully submitted by: 
Al Beeson, FCC Food Bank, Team Captain 
717-9915, CP# 277-9784 
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