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| know it is Palm Sunday coming up, but | want to make sure
everyone gets the message that Easter service will be special
this year. So, | will place this in advance - Palm Sunday will be
different and unique also. Join us!

Easter Sermon: “Are We More Than A Sarcophagus Planter?”

Last April we took the train from London to York for a day

visit. York began as a Roman outpost in the year 71. Portions of

old Roman walls can still be seen as wellas Roman sarcophagi

scattered around old town. They cannot be removed by law, so

some have been creatively re-purposed as planters. When | saw

them, | immediately knew the title for my Easter sermon this

year! (Preachers are weird that way). As we celebrate Christ’s

resurrection, it is a good day to ponder our own. During the

Easter sermon, we will hear a powerful testimony from Anna Strong about how her daughter
communicated with her from beyond this life. Easter and resurrection give us a chance to ponder
what the future holds for all of us. Invite your friends and family to Easter worship!

Christ is Risen!
Jay

EVERYBODY’S HOMETOWN

A DIALOGUE ON RACE IN PRESCOTT

WHERE HAVE WE BEEN?
WHERE ARE WE NOW?
WHERE ARE WE GOING?

ATOWNHALL

WITH COMMUNITY LEADERS, HIST ORIANS, AND MEMBERS OF THE
ARIZONA COMMISSION OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN AFFAIRS




SPONSORED BY:

ST. LUKE EBONY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
TIME AND PLACE:
FRIDAY,APRIL 12 AT 6:00 PM

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
216 EAST GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT

EVERYONE IS WELCOME - JOIN US!

CHURCH CALENDAR

April12 “Everybody’s Hometown” - A Dialogue on
Race in Prescott, 6pm - Perkins Hall

April17 Taize’ Service - 5:45 pm Soup Meal; 6:30 pm
Service

April18 Maundy Thursday 6pm

April21 Easter Sunday 10:30am

April24 Member in Discernment Committee Training
5pm

April28 Holy Humor Sunday

May 5 Cinco de Mayo

May 12 Mother’s Day

May 19 Beatles Sunday

May 26 Alter-Notes in Worship

June 15 Art Fair

GROUNDED ADULT REFLECTIONS
FOR LENT

Prayer: “Give us a Palm Sunday center, you
who are our focus and our core, and keep us
on the big road to your city. Amen.”

Jesus took a long trip on Palm Sunday. He
took nothing with him. He knew what he was
doing and he knew that it had firm, long-
termvalue.

Someone said that walking is just controlled
falling. When we put one foot in front of the
other, we controlour falling every time we move. We make a decision to move on.

The psalmist is not offering a journey. Or a fall. Or good boots for snow and ice. They are not doing
rehab for walking or even pre-hab for walkking. They are just doing “hab.” That’s a new word | just
made up for habit or habituating or habitat-dwelling. Their feet are planted in a firm place. They live
where they are, when they are there, like Jesus “habbed” on that long journey to the big city.

We, too, can be firmly planted while on a journey. We can dwellin a firm place while making a cross-
country move or a life-changing journey to Jerusalem. Emily Dickinson says we have an inner control
of our outer being.

When we are in these heavily laden moods, it doesn’t matter whether we are carrying a ton on our
journey or not. Asmall purse can feel like it weighs 50 pounds. Conversely, a heavy suitcase can feel
light. It matters where our inner feet are planted.

Donna Schaper

CHILDREN’S QUESTIONS FOR LENT

FIFTH SUNDAY
e Children ~ We give up the idea that poverty is something normalfor some people in some
places.

o We willnot tolerate poverty in our world,
e Or the though that the poor don’t matter.




o We willwak away from seeing poverty as some else’s problem

e And we give up the idea that people who don’t have enough stuff or the right stuff are any
less worthy of hope.

e How willyou help us?

e Congregation ~ We willwork with you to end poverty. We will put our own wealth to work,
bringing hope and change to those who need it most. We willask that you watch us as we
feed the hungry, clothe the homeless, and care for widows and orphans in all corners of the
world. We will stop pretending that the poor are not among us and we will help you find ways
to respond compassionately to this very real problem.

e Al - For the kingdom of God is at hand.

SIXTH SUNDAY

e Children ~ We give up the idea that hatred is ever ok,

e That people can be treated differently because they are a different color or speak a
different language or live on the other side of a border

e We willnot allow unequal treatment of gay and lesbian people, transgendered people, women,

or anyone else.

We dream of a world where all people, in all places, of all faiths can work together.

We give up the idea that hatred, bigotry, and bullying should ever be associated with God.
How will you help us?

Congregation ~ We will fight against injustice for you and with you. We will elect leaders who
will help you reach your dreams. We willnot harbor hate in our own lives and we will speak out
any time we hear intolerance, knowing that to remain silent is not an act of love. We will
work with you to rid the world of all those very things that Jesus was willing to die for.

e Al - For the kingdom of God is at hand.

© Jennifer Hawley-Zechlin 2010 Redlands UCC, Redlands CA

Packer Team Schedule
Mon Apr 15: Don & Kathy Stephens
Tues Apr 16: Patty Brenner, Randy Cook,
Wed Apr 17: Bill LinsonSue Parker
Thur Apr 18: Linda & Dave Foote
Fri Apr 19: Jan & Wm Mauck

Leave the world for a while - join
us for quiet music, meditation,
and a little peace and quiet.

Taizé Vespers Service
April 17, 2019

Simple Soup Supper - 5:45 pm
Service begins at 6:30 pm

MAUNDY THURSDAY & TENEBRAE SERVICE APRIL 18
SOUP MEAL & COMMUNION 6PM

EASTER SUNDAY BRUNCH
Join us for an Easter Brunch after worship on Easter Sunday. A sign-up
sheet for food to bring is in Perkins Hall. All are welcome!

MISSIONS NEWS
Our Mission Outreach emphasis for Aprilis
the denomination’s One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS). Almost daily we read about
the plight of people uprooted from their
homes by the violence of storms, famine, or socialunrest. We read of families needing tools to
rebuild their lives. The foundation stones of our faith callus to respond with compassion. OGHS funds
are used to support education programs, health initiatives, agricultural development projects,
naturaldisaster relief, and aid for refugee camps worldwide. You may make your donation payable to

MISSIONS + OUTREACH

.




the church, with the memo “OGHS”. Following your response to last month’s mission emphasis, a
check for $482 has been sent to the Prescott Area Habitat for Humanity.

Just a reminder,- on the 3rd Wednesday of each month, volunteers from our church family provide a
hot meal for women and children staying at the Prescott Area Shelter Services facility (PASS). There
is a volunteer sign-up sheet in Perkins Hall. Questions can be directed to our PASS meal coordinator,
Patty Gard. Anyone from our Mission Outreach teamwould be glad to address any of your comments
or questions. Thank you for remembering that we have been blessed to be a blessing. (Genesis

12:2) Becky and Bill Bryant, Patty Gard, Staci Robbins, and Gary Gard, chairperson.

FEEFEesTEssgre=TemES  Women's Gathering in April. Get ready for lively
christian education times and deeper looks into how women are presented

| in the Bible. Who are they? How do we relate...or not?
LA L A R Date, time, and place TBA.

Questions and Suggestions: see Marti Garrison in church or
at garrisonmarti@gmail.com

CELEBRATING GOD’S GIFT OF ART
SATURDAY, JUNE 15 10AM-5PM
PERKINS HALL

We will have an art fair for our resident artists and
some others from the community. We have a good
number of artists in our midst! Plan to come and bring
your friends. No entry fee. Artists may have items for
sale.

Anyone interested in participating in "ART" and showing your work may contact Julie at
the Church office or Barbara McCollough at cbmc4re@gmail.com, 951-297-8311.

REGULARLY

SCHEDULED
PROGRAMMING

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY
An informalstudy group meets on Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in
Conference room. Alladults are welcome.

EVERY WEEK COMMUNION
“Every Sunday Communion” takes place in the sanctuary after
worship on Sundays. Communion is open to all.

ONCE A MONTH COMMUNION
Our regularly scheduled communion is held
the first Sunday of each month. Communion is open to all.

PASS MEAL
Once a month we provide a meal for the Prescott Area Shelter Services
the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 5:00 p.m.

Sign-up sheet is in Perkins Hall
CABINET MEETING
Meets the 4th Wednesday of every month at 6:00 pm
in the Office Conference Room.

THE RINGING BELL CHOIR PRACTICE
If you would be interested in playing with us, we will train you!

This is a fun and rewarding contribution to our worship.

We meet for rehearsalat 9:00 a.m. on Thursdays.

CHANCEL SINGERS
If you like to sing, the ChancelSingers are eager to increase membership.
We meet Sundays at 9:00 a.m.before worship services.


mailto:garrisonmarti@gmail.com
mailto:cbmc4re@gmail.com

ALTER-NOTES
Alter-Notes is an alternative music group that meets at 12:00 for
rehearsalon the Chancel each Sunday.
If you like to sing or can play an instrument,
we are looking for new members.
We play fok, pop, Celtic, spirituals and anything else.
Contact Melissa Gates phone:207-391-3276
SUNDAY SCHOOL OPTIONS
Parents may take children to Sunday school downstairs
before the service begins,
or wait until the children’s time with the pastor and then go to
Sunday school. Children are also welcome to stay in the worship
service at the discretion of the parent(s).

ADMINISTRATION
Monday - Thursday: 9:00-4:00
Friday 9:00-1:00
928-445.4555
fecprescott@gmail.com
juliefccprescott@gmail.com

PASTOR JAY
Monday - Thursday: 9:00-1:00
928-899-9066
Jayfceprescott@gmail.com




