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This Week at a Glance… 
Exploring Faith Sunday Discussion ON HOLD TILL JANUARY 
Choir Practice Sunday 9 am 
Church Family Potluck Sunday after Worship Service 
Exploring Faith Monday Night Discussion Group ON HOLD TILL JANUARY 
Special Choir Practice Wednesday 5:30 pm 
Christmas Eve Service Thursday 7 pm 
Bell Choir NO PRACICE TILL JANUARY 

The Parish Caller 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

From the Pastor 
Merry Christmas! Two gifts I want to celebrate with you. The first is our church 
staff. We are grateful for all they do to help our congregation in its ministry. 
Bill Linson has been “minister of the building” for many years now, quietly 
working behind the scenes to care for our buildings. His knowledge of every 
nook and cranny is irreplaceable. Carol Sue Linson provides beautiful music on 
the organ and piano – and bells. Jane Osborn faithfully leads the music 
program and choir and is able to constantly adjust to modern church life 
(meaning every week brings a new challenge of how many are out of town, 
etc.). Julie Jaquette manages the office which means she manages chaos very 
well! No two weeks are the same, that’s for sure. Deb Staats oversees the 
kitchen and takes care of us on Sunday mornings. And Bret Ely and Destiny 
Hoitt provide education to our children. We are blessed with all their gifts! 
 
The second gift I want to celebrate is our church and its gift to this community. 
Everywhere I go I hear the same comment: “Your church has a good 
reputation in Prescott.” Everyone who has been here a while seems to have 
some connection to this building – weddings, funerals, scouts, July 4th pancake 
meal, meetings, etc. I thought you should be reminded or perhaps learn for 
the first time the gift we give the community all year long. Below is a list of the 
ongoing meetings that take place here (does not include all the one-time only 
uses of the building). This is our Christmas gift to our town: 
 
Alcoholics Anonymous  8 meetings a week 
ALANON Family Group  6 meetings a week 
Adult Child of Alcoholics  1 meeting a week 
Codependence No More  1 meeting a week 
Sex & Love Addiction  3 meetings a week 
Buddhist Meditation  1 meeting a week 
Child Grief Counseling  1 meeting a month 
Survivors    1 meeting a month 
Cub Scouts    1 meeting a week 
Boy Scouts    1 meeting a week 
PFLAG Support Group  1 meeting a month 
PFLAG Funky Friday Game Night 1 meeting a month 
Peace Dancers   1 dance a week 
International Folk Dancers  1 dance a month 
Contra Dance    1 dance a month 
 
For a full schedule of these groups, go to www.fccprescott.org or see full list 
in Perkins Hall 



Page 2 

History of our 
Church: The 

Chinese School 
By Jay Eby 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on page 3 

THE CHINESE SCHOOL 

This photograph taken in 1895 is of a Christmas program presented by the 
young Chinese men from the school organized by Rev. McLean and T. W. Otis 
to teach the Chinese residents the English language. 

There was a very long article, I believe, from the Journal Miner that describes 
this presentation. The photo is taken inside the white frame church building 
that served our congregation from 1881 until our current building was 
completed in 1903. 

We can also date the photo to 1895 since the baptismal font that was 
dedicated to Rev. Stephen Dubois Demarest was not delivered until just after 
the school was established. The kerosene lamps are still in place and the 
Women’s Fellowship replaced them in 1896 with electric lamps. It is Christmas 
time and the greens are hung and they include a Star of David. The church 
pews that are still in use around our church are in the photo also. 

Although the photo is staged, and not taken during the program, the program 
was presented inside the First Congregational Church. The school was held in a 
building down on Granite Creek. Not in the church building on Knob Hill. Since 
the east and west walls of that building have windows this is evidently the 
north wall and Brother Otis is leaning on the organ. 

The men standing from left to right are Charlie Jan Wan, Rev. Thomas D. 
McLean, two that I do not know, Joe Ah Jew, and Theodore C. Otis. These 
Chinese men are, I believe, the sponsors of the school and not students. These 
are well known merchants in Prescott and these young men would not have 
been able to attend classes without their sponsorship. The pressure within their 
own community and the larger community would not have allowed it if Brother 
Otis and Rev. McLean had not enlisted their help.   

The news paper lists some of the students’ but I do not know how to place 
them. They are Lon Slang, Kim Sam, Chen Chang, Lou Dick, and Quin Long Hing.  
Rev. McLean says that as many as twenty students attended the school but the 
average attendance is ten each day. The newspaper says thirty five. 

There were other persons involved in the instruction at the school that are not 
mentioned. There is a letter from a person that I believe to be a son of Rev. 
McLean’s. After reading Dr. Parkers article, “Chinee Boy”, he says that his 
father required “us boys” to go after school to read to the Chinese men and can 
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not believe that an article about the school did not mention Mrs. J. J. Fisher 
who he says was in attendance every day. This was Mrs. Elizabeth Clark Fisher a 
member of the Congregational Church from 1891 to 1914.  The Rev. Dr. C. F. 
Parker’s article was published in the Arizona Highways magazine in September 
1941. 

Yee Fook Tang, Charlie Jan Wan, Fong Fee Murphy, and Tony Wang Wook are 
listed on the roles as members of the First Congregational Church.  ister & 
Lister say that Joe Ah Jew was a convert to Christianity. Fong Murphy and Hee 
Long after a visit to China were held at San Francisco until letters were sent by 
our own Moses Hazeltine and others to affect their return to Prescott.   

Coming in 2016 

Lay Academy will be held January 8-9 in Sahuarita Arizona 

Men’s Fellowship BBQ will be held at John McCurdy’s House, January 8. 
1833 Autumn Circle, Prescott. 

Jazz Vespers with Cool Azul will be Wednesday January 27 at 6:30 pm.  

Song of the Pines formally known as “The Sweet Adeline's” will be 
singing for us on January 31 during the Sunday Worship. (preliminary 
date set) 

Fundamentals of the Enneagram will be hosted by Pastor Jay and the 
FCC on February 5, 6 at 8 pm. The Enneagram is a system of nine 
personality types that weave traditional wisdom, neurobiology, and 
psychology into a powerful tool for understanding ourselves and others. 
Understanding why we and others feel, think, and act the way we do! 

P.I.E. (Play, Inspire, & Eat) resumes for a 5 week block beginning in 
February 17 at 5:30 pm. 

Jazz Vespers with Opus Ensemble will be Wednesday February 24th at 
6:30 pm 
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Holiday Schedule 
 

Christmas Family Dinner This Sunday December 20 after Worship Service 
You won’t want to miss this Christmas Family Dinner! Bring a festive dish or 
dessert to share! This is your chance to get decked out and wear your favorite 
Christmas sweater or holiday outfit!  
 

Christmas Eve Service December 24 7 pm 
We will be having a Christmas Eve candlelight service here at the church at 7 
pm! This service is well attended by our local community. 
 

Receiving New Members Soon! 
We will be receiving new members soon, if you are interested in becoming a 
member of the First Congregational Church, let Pastor Jay know. 
 

Men’s Fellowship Gathering January 8 
There will be a men’s fellowship night on Friday the 8th of January. More 
information to come! 
 

December Outreach Ministry 
During the month of December we will be taking a collection for the Southwest 
Conference Christmas Fund. The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross 
and the Emergency Fund provides for retired and active clergy and lay workers 
of the church who are in financial need. One of the United Church of Christ’s 
four Special Mission Offerings, the Christmas Fund provides supplements to 
small pensions, assistance with retirees' health insurance premiums, grants in 
emergencies, and “thank you” checks to remind retirees that they continue to 
be remembered and held with affection by their wider church family. We will 
be joining congregations of the UCC across the country as we receive the 
Christmas Fund Offering during worship on Christmas Sunday, December 20. 
Please share generously on behalf of all those who have given of themselves in 
service to the church! 
 

December Outreach Prescott Food Pantry Collection 
Baskets are available at each entryway of the church for your food donations. 
Thank you! 


