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This Week at a Glance… 
Choir Rehearsal: Sunday 9:00 am 
Worship Service and Fellowship time: Sunday 10:30 am 
Living the Questions: Monday 6:30 pm 
PASS Meal: 5:00 pm Church Parking lot 
Bell Choir: Thursday 11:00 am 
Foundation Meeting: 5:30 pm 
Cabinet Meeting: 6:30 
Many Voices of Thanks Interfaith Celebration: 6:30 pm — Sacred Heart Church 

IMPORTANT SERMON ON SUNDAY from Pastor Jay 

This Sunday I will be making the case for the importance of our congregation in 
the city of Prescott – the sermon title is “God Still Speaks Through the Values 
We Hold.” 

I have been thinking of the “glass ceiling” one day being shattered in the 
election of our first female president, and the recent comment by the pope 
when asked about ordaining women priests: “never.” There are only so many 
churches in Prescott where women can do anything a man can do; where 
LGBTQ persons are affirmed and equal to anyone else; where questions and 
doubts are encouraged and differences of opinion are accepted; where status 
gives way to oneness in Christ; and where love, compassion, tolerance and 
justice are sought for all. Prescott needs these values. God is still speaking 
through our presence in this community. As we are in the stewardship season, 
it is good to be reminded of the long history of this church in Prescott, and the 
need for our set of values to continue on this visible site on Gurley. 

Here is some more information about the values we share with our 
denomination: 

Since 1957, the United Church of Christ has been the church of firsts, weaving 
God’s message of hope and extravagant welcome with action for justice and 
peace. Together, we live out our faith in ways that effect change in our 
communities. The UCC's many "firsts" mean that we have inherited a tradition 
of acting upon the demands of our faith. When we read in Galatians: "There is 
no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male 
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus"— a demand is made upon us. 
And so we were the first historically white denomination to ordain an African-
American, the first to ordain a woman, the first to ordain an openly gay man, 
and the first Christian church to affirm the right of same-gender couples to 
marry. We were in the forefront of the anti-slavery movement and the Civil 
Rights movement. Our response to the demands of our faith is woven into the 
history of our country. 

A Church of Extravagant Welcome 

Today, we continue to change lives throughout the world. We work alongside 
more than 200 mission partners. We labor ceaselessly to fight injustice, in the 
United States and abroad. We instill our vision into our youth and young adults, 
forging leaders who will imagine new dreams. And we sustain and develop 
church leaders, pastors, and our local churches to live their faith in exciting new 
ways. We believe in a God that is still speaking, a God that is all-loving and 

http://www.ucc.org/about-us/ucc-firsts.html
http://www.ucc.org/god-is-still-speaking/
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A Pastoral Letter 
from the UCC 

Leadership 

inclusive. We are a church that welcomes and accepts everyone as they are, 
where your mind is nourished as much as your soul. 

Today, under one collective identity, we can enthusiastically lift up that the 
UCC is a welcoming, justice-minded Christian community. At a time when 
religion is too often portrayed as narrow-minded and exclusive, many are 
raising their VOICES for an alternate vision: 

 Where God is all-loving and inclusive 
 Where the Church of Jesus Christ welcomes and accepts everyone as they 

are 
 Where your mind is nourished as much as your soul 
 Where Jesus the healer meets Jesus the revolutionary 
 Where together we grow a just and peaceful world 

 

A Pastoral Letter to a United Church in a Divided Country  
 

November 09, 2016 

"United in Spirit, and inspired by God's grace, we love all, welcome all, and 
seek justice for all." 

Just three weeks ago, the United Church of Christ Board affirmed this as the 
Mission of the United Church of Christ.  

This morning, we wake up to 
a new reality. Our country 
and its citizens once again 
successfully elected a new 
leader. As we gather to 
worship this weekend, we 
will find among us many who 
are celebrating the decision 
that was reached – and many 
who are mourning it. We are, 
by all measures, a deeply 
divided people. 

Because this election sharply 
separated us over matters of race, gender, human sexuality, faith, economic 
inequality and political persuasions we all bear a heavy burden moving 
forward. It is our call, our shared mission, to heed the call of God's Spirit and 
to work to repair damages in our deeply wounded and fiercely broken body. 

Mr. Trump was able to win this election in spite of clear evidence from him of 
racism, homophobia, xenophobia, misogyny, and Islamaphobia. This was so 
blatant that many of his own party's leaders could not endorse him. Many 
who voted for him knew this, and yet their fears about what is happening in 
their lives overrode their distaste for his bombast. In their search for a leader 
not connected to the power base of a government that has been perceived as 
corrupt, inefficient, and out of touch - his populist rhetoric appealed to them. 
He must now lead a country where people of color, women, Muslims, 
immigrants, the disabled, and an LGBT community all feel the sting and impact 
of his public speech. 

But as the United Church of Christ, we will live into our Vision: 

"United in Christ's love, a just world for all." 

Dear United Church of Christ, we were built to heal bodies broken and divided. 
This is our calling. Our core values of love, hospitality, and justice for all must 
be fully embraced in the days to come. It could well be that we were called 
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into being for just such a time as this. 

We, the Officers and Council of Conference Ministers of the United Church of 
Christ, call upon the church to seek a pathway that envisions a just world for 
all. Those who celebrate this election must show a humility that honors the 
pain of those whose dreams were dashed by the outcome. Those who grieve 
must find a courage and hope found in a faith not in earthly power, but in the 
redemptive love of our Risen Christ. 

It is with this humility and faith that we can fulfill our mission: to build a just 
world for all. We stand in the face of fear and hate and proclaim that "love 
wins!" We rise up and respond to public derision of "the other" with a full 
embrace of and warm welcome for all God's beautiful children. We confront 
the injustices of the powerful with a steady drumbeat of justice. 

It seems appropriate to remember the words of the civil rights activist and 
song-writer James Weldon Johnson: 

God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who has by Thy might 
Led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray…. 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand, 
True to our God, true to our native land.  
 
We now must stand, true to our God and true to our native land. Let what we 
do in this time help both America and our denomination become what each 
name aspires to: A UNITED States of America and a UNITED Church of Christ. 
And may it be our love of, our welcome to, and our justice for all that unites 
us. 

From The United Church of Christ National Officers: 

The Rev. John C. Dorhauer 
General Minister and President 
The Rev. Traci Blackmon 
Executive Minister, Justice and Witness Ministries 
The Rev. James Moos 
Executive Minister, Wider Church Ministries 
The Council of Conference Ministers of the United Church of Christ 

Alarcon Street Entrance 
Window Upgrade 
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Announcements “GO AND DO THE SAME” 
November is Stewardship month. We will be talking a little each week about 
the financial needs and the many volunteer options for the church. This is the 
time to prayerfully consider how you can be a part of the many important 
ministries here at the First Congregational Church. 
 

PASS MEAL 
The PASS meal is Wednesday, November 15th at 5:00 pm. Our church 
provides a monthly meal for Prescott Area Shelter Services, a home for 
women in transition. We need several items of food for that Wednesday. The 
meal items are brought to our parking lot at 5:00 pm. 
 
MANY VOICES OF THANKS INTERFAITH CELEBRATION 
Thursday 6:30 pm November 17th at Sacred Heart Church. Bring a non-
perishable food item to donation to our local food banks. Call 928-533-2258 
for more information. Sponsored by the Quad-City Interfaith Council. 
 
INTERESTED FOLKS WANTED 
There will be a meeting to discuss coordinating a team of interested folks in 
planning wildlife/ecosystem corridors in the Prescott area. We will be 
discussing strategies for developing corridors and the tasks needed to bring 
them to fruition. November 19th at 11AM at the Embry Riddle Library. — 
Chuck Budinger 
 

JAZZ VESPERS:  Wed., November 30th 6:30-8:00 PM Song of the Pines 
 
WORLD AIDS DAY 2016 December 2nd 
6:00 pm here at the FCC, please join in Northland Cares and Greater Yavapai 
LGBTQ Community Coalition in marking World AIDS day in Prescott! 
 

FAITH UNITED COMMUNITY UCC, DEWEY ANNUAL SALAD CHRISTMAS 
LUNCHEON 
Monday Dec. 5th at 11:30 Please RSVP 928-772-8257, 1061 Old Chisholm 
Trail, Dewey 

 Contact Us:  
216 E. Gurley Street  
Prescott, AZ 86301 

928-445-4555 
fccprescott@gmail.com 

Administration Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 - 4:00 

Friday: 9:00 - 1:00 
Pastor Jay 

Monday - Thursday 
9:00 - 1:00 

Other times by appointment 
Cell: 928-899-9066 

jayfccprescott@gmail.com 


