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IMMIGRATION NEWS:
Saturday, September 21, 1:00 PM at the United
Methodist Church, we are co-sponsoring an immigration
panel of speakers including:

I A Master of Divinity graduate from a Methodist
Seminary who is also a professor at Boston
University teaching graduate classes on the
subjects of immigration and theology.
II An immigration attorney
III A holocaust survivor
IV Dan Streeter, Humboldt Unified School District Superintendent and Board member of the
Prescott Valley Chamber of Commerce.
V Representative of “No More Deaths”, a humanitarian organization based in Southern
Arizona.
VI Member of the local immigrant community
VII Community organizer and graduate student at Prescott College who has researched local
law enforcement practices in Yavapai County.

There will be a Q & A time following the panel presentation. Questions? Contact our M ission
Outreach chairperson, Gary Gard [928- 910-2455]

SEPTEMBER 29TH,
NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED

SEE PATTY LANTRIP IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO JOIN

HOLY ENVY: FINDING GOD IN THE FAITH OF OTHERS
by Barbara Brown Taylor
Chapters 7-9
Marti Garrison
Chapter 7 is titled “The Shadow-Bearers.” When she asks her students
to write on the board what they know about Islam, she knows they will
write “terrorism, Muhammad, 9/11, Allah, ISIS, veiled women, Saudi

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/news/2015/07/150710-dog-days-summer-sirius-star-astronomy-weather-language/


Arabia, and the Qur’an.” She writes what she wants them to consider,
in light of stereotypes and preconceptions: “*Recognize the
entanglement of politics, economics, history and religion; *Notice how
religions change from culture to culture; *Vet the viewpoints of your
news sources; *Resist the tendency to judge the many by the actions
of the few; *Understand the dynamics of your own fear.” We will note
how many of these deep issues apply to chapter 9 “Born Again” in
which she asks some hard questions about Christianity.

She continues in chapter 7, “Where are the students supposed to get
better information about ordinary Muslims who suffer from the actions
of a few both at home and abroad?” She calls ordinary Muslims
“shadow-bearers,” carrying the shadows of those who claim to follow
Islam and sow death instead of honoring life.

To illustrate this, BBT describes the planned trip to a mosque the week after 9/11. She thought she
might cancel it but eight have out if the sixteen originally signed up decided to go. The mosque
(masjid) was jammed with over 600 people and media was in attendance outside. How would the
crowd react to what the Iman had to say? How would her students process his words? “The
hijackers exposed the falseness of their claim to being Muslim,” he stated, “and the only sympathy
for them was the sympathy one might have for people who have lost their minds….“Muslim scholars
who have interpreted the Qur’an in humane ways are more to be trusted than those who spill
blood based on their own readings and ambitions.”

Chapter 8 is called “Failing Christianity.” Her students are stumped by questions on a quiz about
“Christian origins, sacred texts, and central beliefs and practices.” BBT did not realize this would
be so hard for them, “approaching a familiar faith how they approached others: from the outside,
not the inside.”

Here are some of her questions for them to examine:
What do Christians believe happens in the Lord’s Supper?
At what age do Christians believe people should be baptized?
Do Christians believe in evolution?
Do Christians support stem-cell research?
What is the Christian position on carrying arms in church?
What do Christians believe about the bishop of Rome, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the
celibacy of clergy, or the leadership of women?

The only sensible answer she states is “Which Christians? There are a lot of waves in the Christian
ocean. When you have met one Christian, you have met exactly one.”

“Born Again” is the title of chapter 9. Her epigram is John 3: 7-10, which describes a conversation
between Nicodemus and Jesus; Nicodemus asks how it can be that being born in the Spirit is like
the wind that “blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where
it comes from or where it goes.” And Jesus gets the last word: “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet
you do not understand these things?”

BBT says Jesus’ answer is not to point out that Nicodemus is stupid, but “because you are not God.
So relax if you can, because you are not doing anything wrong. This is what it means to be human.”

She calls this good news, the sacred unknowing, and remembering our ways of thinking about God is
always in process, reflecting our limited perspectives.

Her final remark on Nicodemus and Jesus is “As far as I can tell, the only thing Nicodemus did wrong
was to leave the room….in my imagination he sticks around, and when Jesus asks him the million-
dollar question—‘Are you a teacher of the people, and yet you do not understand these things?’
Nicodemus leans toward him and says, ‘No, Rabbi, I don’t have a clue. Surprise me.’”

CABINET MEMBER NOMINATION/VOLUNTEERS
Nomination/Volunteers are needed for our NEXT year openings.

PLEASE CONSIDER.......
OPENINGS:
Co-Moderator, term ended, Patty Lantrip
Treasurer, replace Staci Robbins
Welcoming - open (no one serving as chair)

REMAINING ON BOARD:
Co-Moderator - Ralph Wagner
Clerk - Suzanne Boussard
Education Ministry - Marti Garrison
Called to Care - Co Chair Natalie Brummer/Harry Strong
Physical Resources - Ralph Gilges
Outreach - Gary Gard/Bill Bryant (see below)
Members At Large - Sandra Johns & Natalie Brummer

Gary Gard has recruited Bill Bryant to help with duties and represent Gary at our
meetings. This will be a great addition.

Thank you for considering, Patty



SEPTEMBER MISSIONS FOCUS
Our M ission Outreach emphasis for September is our
denomination’s Neighbors in Need (NIN). Two-thirds of this
offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness M inistries to
fund a variety of social justice programs and initiatives. One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s
Council for American Indian M inistries.

In addition to supporting NIN, our DACA Fund remains open to receive donations throughout the
year. Our DACA Fund helps local documented college age students meet their college tuition and
classroom expenses.  

Questions? Our M ission Outreach Team members are: Becky & Bill Bryant, Helaine Berman, Patty
Gard, Linda Moore, Staci Robbins, and Gary Gard (chairperson). 

NINE AND DINE
It’s time for another round of the delicious and fun Nine ‘n
Dine gatherings! The first round last spring was a great
success and now we have new hosts welcoming church



members and friends to their homes. To recap:
You sign up in Perkins Hall where it’s posted Nine ‘n Dine.
You and a few other guests will then be randomly assigned
to an unknown host. That is the fun part: meeting new
people and sharing a meal and conversation. So far we have
three hosts.
Then the host will contact you about finding a date and

time that works for everyone in your group. The host fixes the main dish and asks
guests to bring side dishes.
You all gather at the host’s house and have a good time getting to know those in
the church you might not know as well as you would like.
Questions? See Marti Garrison or write garrisonmarti@gmail.com

UNDERSTANDING AND COMMUNICATING WITH THOSE WHO
SUFFER FROM DEMENTIA
Ronda Hatfield, LPN, is a retired home health nurse worked with
caregivers and facilitated caregiver support groups over the last 15
years of her career. She will show a DVD by Teepa Snow, MS,
occupational therapist and dementia care specialist. This
presentation and discussion will be split into one and a half hour
sessions, Wednesdays Sept. the 25th, 5-7:30, Fellowship Hall.

VIDEO OF SUNDAY SERVICES: After the success of our
fundraising for our sound system, we are moving on
to raising funds to be able to video the worship
service each Sunday and have it online – please
designate for “video” if you would like to donate.

COSTUMES FOR CHRISTMAS PAGEANT: include 3 kings,
2 shepherds, Mary, Joseph and an angel. If you are
interested in helping to supply some material please
call Melissa (207-391-3276) first to find out color,
design, type of material and quantity.

JUDAISM CLASS:
We have had a large show of support for holding a
class on Judaism for non-Jews! We begin October
3rd at 11:00 a.m. in Perkins Hall. This will be a time
to discover and understand the discipline and
traditions of Judaism.

ANNIVERSARIES
William & Rebecca
Bryant 09/22
Janet & Ritch Steven
11/23

BIRTHDAYS
John Wilson 09/28
Destiny Hoitt 09/29
Ralph Gilges 10/09
Melissa Gates 10/13
Paul Monska 10/13
Dave Deville 10/15
David Foote 10/17
Elizabeth Gates 10/21
Harold Lobaugh 10/22
Suzy Lobaugh 10/23
Patty Lantrip 10/25
Marilyn Eby 10/28
Marti Garrison 11/01
Sandra Johns 11/01
Julie Mccurdy 11/01
Debbie Staats 11/01
Carolyn Prohaska 11/10
Judy Ely 11/11
Bill Rouse 11/15

EVERY-WEEK COMMUNION
We have communion each week right after worship at the front of
the sanctuary, everyone is welcome to participate.
 
MONTHLY COMMUNION
Our regularly scheduled communion is held the first Sunday of each
month. Communion is open to all.
 
PASS MEAL
Once a month, we provide a meal for Prescott Area Shelter Services,
the third Wednesday of the month.
 



Andrew Wallace 11/18
John Huff 11/23
Fay Wilson 11/24
Bob Bradstreet 11/28
Bill Linson 11/28
Patti Cichon 12/03
John Mccurdy 12/03
Carole Sue Linson 12/08
Sandra Talbot 12/08
Randy Jay Wilcher
12/17
Pete Norum 12/18
Jay Eby 12/24
Dillan Osborn 12/25
Don Stephens 12/25

CABINET MEETING
Meets the 4th Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the Office
Conference Room unless otherwise announced.
 
BELL CHOIR REHEARSAL
We will train you! We meet for rehearsal at 9:00 am. On Thursdays in
the Hazeltine Room downstairs.
 
CHANCEL SINGERS
We meet Sundays at 9:00 a.m. before worship service to rehearse. All
are welcome.
 
ALTER-NOTES
We meet at 12:00 p.m. on Sunday after Coffee Time in the Sanctuary
Chancel. Contact Melissa if you are interested in joining: 207-391-3276
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children may participate with Sunday School downstairs after
“Children’s Time”.


